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About Hill Havurah

Hill Havurah is an independent Jewish community based on
Capitol Hill serving Jewish families from across the
Washington metropolitan area. Its mission is to anticipate
and meet the spiritual, educational, religious, cultural, and
life cycle needs of a growing and evolving Jewish
community.

About Sixth & |

Over the last century, the building now known as Sixth & |
has undergone numerous incarnations that parallel the
history and evolution of the nation’s capital. Completed in
1908 and designed by Baltimore architect Louis Levi, the
building incorporated Moorish elements common in 1830s
synagogue architecture.

When the building was put up for sale in 2002, the
executive director of the Jewish Historical Society of Greater
Washington began to appeal to members of the Jewish
community to save the building. Within 24 hours, three local
real estate developers—one Orthodox, one Conservative,
and one Reform—saved the building. They restored the
structure to its original state, with a few enhancements.
Renovations were completed in 2004 and the building was
rededicated as Sixth & | Historic Synagogue.

Today, Sixth & | is a hybrid center for arts, entertainment,
ideas, and Jewish Life in Washington, DC.



Elements of a Shabbat
Service

Kippah: A head covering worn as a sign of reverence and
humility

Tallit: A prayer shawl with four “tzi-tzit” (fringes) to remind
us of all of God’s commandments

Ark: The cabinet where the Torah is kept

Torah service: The Torah is the sacred text of Judaism,
comprised of the first five books of the Bible. The Torah is
divided into weekly portions which are read according to a

prescribed calendar. Reading the entire cycle takes a year.

Aliyah: Honor given to individuals who recite the blessings
before and after the Torah readings

Haftarah: Prophetic writings of the Bible

D’var Torah: Sadie’s own interpretation and insights from
this week’s Torah and Haftarah portions

Kiddush and Hamotzi: Blessings over the wine and challah

[INSERT MESSAGE FROM SADIE

— to include explanation of what a
Bat Mitzvah is]

About My Mitzvah Project
[insert description here]



Shabbat Honors

Presenting of Tallit
Lilly Kurtz & Phyllis Schiff, Grandmothers

Opening of the Ark
Pam & Dan Loewenstein, Cousins

First Aliyah
Lilly & Mark Kurtz, Grandparents
Phyllis & Peter Schiff, Grandparents

Second Aliyah
Sally & Adam Schiff, Parents

Third Aliyah
Sadie Schiff, Bat Mitzvah

Lifting & Dressing of the Torah
Adam Kurtz, Uncle
Brian Kurtz, Uncle
Marla Schiff, Aunt

Closing of the Ark
Carol & Ken Kabel, Cousins

Shabbat Honors

Readings

“Forever Young” by Bob Dylan
Crystal & Jake Burnett, Family Friend
Sara Chieffo & David Skillman, Family Friend
Mary Kate Brunell & David McKean, Family Friend

Excerpts from Paul Wellstone
Stephen Bondurant & Rachelle Bruno, Family Friends

“On the Pulse of Morning” by Maya Angelou
Amelia Kurtz, Cousin
Greta Kurtz, Cousin
Henry Kurtz, Cousin
Leora Kurtz, Cousin

From “The Diary of a Young Girl” by Anne Frank
Meg Niederhelman, Family Friend

Mi Chamochah
Friends from Camp Tel Noar

Kiddush and Hamotzi
Rosanna “Rosie” Schiff, Sister



